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Pentagon Officials Steamed 
At War Dead Photos on Web 
By Randall Chase, AP 


DOVER, Del., April 22 - A Web site 
published dozens of photographs of 
American war dead arriving at the 
nation\'s largest military mortuary, 
prompting the Pentagon to order an 
information clampdown today. 


The photographs were released last 
week to First Amendment activist Russ 
Kick, who had filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request to receive the 
images. Air Force officials initially 
denied the request but decided to release 
the photos after Kick appealed their 
decision. 


After Kick posted more than 350 
photographs on his Web site; the 
Defense Department barred the further 
release of the photographs to media 
outlets. “They're not happy with the 
release of the photos," Dover Air Force 
base spokesman Col. Jon Anderson said. 
The photos were taken at the Dover base 
- home to the mortuary - and most of the 
images are of flag-draped coffins. 


Defense Department rules prohibit 
media coverage of human remains 
amiving at Dover, and Pentagon 
spokesman Lt. Col. Gary Keck said 
release of the mortuary photos appears 
to be in conflict with department policy. 
Defense officials said the purpose of the 
policy is to protect the privacy of the 
soldiers’ families - not to circumvent or 
violate the Freedom of Information Act 
or any other law. 


"Quite frankly, we don't want the 
remains of our service members who 
have made the ultimate sacrifice to be 
the subject of any kind of attention that 
is unwarranted or undignified," said 
John Molino, a deputy undersecretary of 
defense. 
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http://www.thememoryhole.org/war/coffinphotos/dover/ 


At a rally in Dover last month, war 
protesters criticized President Bush for 
continuing the practice of previous 
administrations of not allowing the 
public or media to witness the arrival of 
remains at the base. "We need to stop 
hiding the deaths of our young; we need 
to be open about their deaths, " said Jane 
Bright of West Hills, Calif., whose 24- 
year-old son, Evan Ashcraft, was killed 
in combat in July. 


Telephone and e-mail messages to Kick 
were not immediately retumed today. In 
a related incident, a cargo worker was 
fired Wed. by a military contractor after 
her photograph of flag-draped coffins 
bearing the remains of U.S. soldiers was 
published on the front page of Sunday 
editions of The Seattle Times. Tami 
Silicio, 50, was fired by Maytag Aircraft 
Corp. after military officials raised 
concems about the photograph taken in 
Kuwait, said William L. Silva, Maytag 
president. 


Silicio took the photograph in a cargo 
plane about to depart from Kuwait 
International Airport earlier this month. 
She sent the photo to a stateside friend 
who provided it to the newspaper, which 
then obtained permission from Silicio to 
publish it. 
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May Day Call to Arms! 
Defend Teaching Assistants 
at UW-Madison! 


By: Prairie Fire Collective — Madison Infoshop (LU. 620) 


As if anyone.needed proof of the “revolving gate” at the WI State Castle, current highlord, James’ 


Doyle, has shown himself to be just as much a foe of working people as former archduke, 
Tommy Thompson, ever was. Fresh back from the largest state trade junket ever - and no doubt 
inspired by the sight of so many non-union low wage sweatshops in China — Doyle is now ready 
to throw student workers at UW-Madison back down into the dreary dungeon beneath their ivory 
tower. This follows on the heels of hanging 2300 other state employee heads on his budgetary 
battlements, and forcing besieged unions to swallow all manner of concessions. 


Teaching assistants (TAs) and project assistants (PAs) at 
UW-Madison have been working for nine months now 
under an extension of their 2003 contract. The minimal 
$10,000 salary they receive — 15-20% less than that 
BEH fi offered by other Big Ten schools - has only been palatable 
in large part due to a tuition waiver and no cost healthcare 
plan. But, the stingy Doyle aims to deny them even those 
few crumbs. His ogrish agenda would instead have them 
bear the burden of a one year wage freeze, plus fork over 
unprecedented healthcare tithes, ranging from $9-$22.50 
per month. This would only “save” the state coffer a 
measly $300,000 — given a total $3.2 billion state deficit — 
ecto but Doyle can hardly ask the merchants to pay their fair 
share of state taxes when so many of them pay none! 
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The lowly working serfs at UW are not going to bow down quietly, though. By an overwhelming 
majority, the Teaching Assistants Association (TAA) voted April 19th to pursue a strike unless 
the state accepts their demands. They deserve solidarity from far and wide as they step up their 
campaign with picket lines, walk outs, and other job actions, culminating in a possible grade 
strike by semester’s end. Wobblies and others should be prepared to lend a hand in the weeks 
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Death in the Dark at Dane County Jail 


By: SW Zeldin 

This commentary makes no pretense to being objective. sep 
It is written in anger and tears. Names are not 
mentioned because what happened was a result of 
societal indifference and a community's culpability. 
Charges are focused on whether a prisoner should have 
been taken to the hospital, but more obvious were the 
conditions of his final hours. 
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A man died in the Dane County Wisconsin Jail under eee oe 
particularly wretched circumstances this month. His NOT SHEE 
‘crime’ was that he was sick. 


/ 


A jail is no place to be sick. There is one doctor with limited hours during the week, and no 
hours on weekends. On a Friday afternoon, the doctor wants to leave for his weekend. There are 
a couple of nurses on duty. Diagnoses are made by deputy sheriffs. Hospitals charge an arm and 
aleg. The Dane County Sheriff is loath to spend the-taxpayers' money on criminals, and usually 
the sick can wait until morning or until the weekend is over before seeing a doctor. And no real 


harm is done. 


But sometimes the prisoner dies. The deputy is too busy, the deputy is too tired, the deputy 
doesn't feel good. The deputy hasn't been trained as a health care worker. The health care 
workers are busy, tired, overworked and underpaid. And there is always the possibility that the 
guy is faking. How much did this have to do with the man who died? 


The man was a paraplegic in a wheel chair. He had a history of drug addiction and petty crime. 
He complained of pain in his legs, and aches in the rest of his body. The doctor had a wait and 
see attitude, after all, the guy wasn't going anyplace. No immediate need to admit him to a 


hospital. 


But this man got worse in the worst way. Convulsive vomiting set in and diarrhea. He became 
dehydrated and begged for ice chips, and after a time it became too burdensome to continually 
walk down the hall to get more ice chips. As it was just too disgusting to have to clean up the cell 
all the time. Didn't the man have any control, they must have said. 


They stopped cleaning the cell. The convulsive 
vomiting precluded taking any medicines by mouth. 
The sick and disabled paraplegic was given a 
suppository to insert himself. An impossible task. 


It was a tribute to his humanity that he crawled to the 
bars of that filthy disgusting cell, and hammered on the 
bars for help. 


It was an insult to our humanity that he got no help. 


Union Busting Underway at CUNA Mutual 


By: FW Paper Pusher 


“Our differences remain significant, and many of them are cultural. We're trying to 
change from an ‘entitlement’ culture to a ‘performance’ culture.” - union busting senior 
vice president of Human Resources at CUNA Mutual, Keith Williams. 


Currently office workers at CUNA Mutual Group in Madison (OPEIU Local 39) are 
fighting for the life of their union and the control of the workplace. On April 14" and 
15", 90% of represented employees voted with a margin of 73% to 27% to reject the 
companies “last, best, and final officer.” What happens next is still up in the air. 


Informational picketing has begun during weekday lunch hours, and the union is 
considering its next move. The company has also agreed to meet for additional contract 
negotiations on Wednesday, May 5". Yet management has rejected any mediation as 
they feel there are too many differences in the contract proposals. 


Management is attempting to severely cripple the union and remove many of the 
protections that represented works currently have. They are demanding that workers add 
3 extra hours per week without any additional pay - that’s 156 extra hours per year. 
Currently workers have a maximum workweek of 37 hours, which the union is going to 
have to fight to protect. Management is also demanding more control over holiday, sick 
and personal leave. Decision making power will fall into the hands of management. 
Management is also demanding that the union accept outsourcing at any time, in any 
department. The company was just found guilty of violating collective bargaining 
agreements by outsourcing 22 long-term employee positions to CleanPower in 2002. 


CUNA provides insurance to thousands of credit unions across the country, including 
many local credit unions with a high union membership. The union is asking other 
workers to investigate their union insurance policies, and if they have coverage through 
CUNA to contact CUNA management and let them know how they feel about their union 
busting tactics. Call or check with OPEIU Local 39 regarding any further action or 
support that can be taken. = ; 


Michael Kitchen, President and CEO www.cuna.org 
1-800-356-2644 Main Ext: 8931 Ext. 1: 8686 
1-800-356-2645 Ext. 2: 7918 Home 608-238-2283 
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IWW Forms Flying Squad to Protest Job Losses 


J7 


by FW Porter (Milwaukee GMB Photo by SW Bartelt) 


Milwaukee Wobs observed the 12 February birth anniversaries of Charles Darwin, Frederick 
Douglass, and Abraham Lincoln by picketing in front of Tower Automotive's Milwaukee plant. 
The 100% IWW line was swiftly organized in reaction to news that 500 more unionized factory 
jobs around Milwaukee are slated to leave for Mexico. An incensed Milwaukee fellow worker 
who couldn't stand by and do nothing but watch this kind of assault on workers organized the 
picket. Someone had to at least complain publicly and ask for some accountability. An hour or 
two on the phone contacting Milwaukee Wobs and enough people to create a presence met the 
next morning. 


The factory jobs building frames for Daimler-Chrysler's best selling Dodge Ram pickup trucks 
are not leaving Tower Automotive, however. The new builder, Monterey, Mexico based Metalsa, 
is 40% owned by Tower. Tower, of Novi, Michigan, is a successor to hometown Old Milwaukee 
industrial powerhouse A O Smith. This plant covers about 140 acres and was part of the industrial 
infrastructure that won WWII. Generally under used, if at all, grimy carcasses of such factories 
are features of most Rust Belt urban landscapes. 


Out on the picket line, Wobs stuck hand lettered signs in Tower's steel picket fence that expressed 
their opinion of the jobs move. ‘'Jerks!', 'Bastards!', 'Bad Move!', ‘Tower Lies!" were just some of 
the sentiments. From the street, drivers who read the signs gave a steady stream of thumbs up and 
beeps. Through the whole picket public response was completely positive. No middle finger 
salutes or snarling invective were directed at the men and women on the sidewalk. Workers 
leaving the plant for lunch were receptive and supportive. They knew little of the IWW but their 
eyes lit up when they were told the OBU thinks workers can run the plant better than the bosses. 
Of the union in the factory nothing was seen. 


Gate one at Tower proved to be a fine spot for picketing. It was at a crosswalk fitted with a 
stoplight triggered by any pedestrian wishing to cross. Just push the button, traffic on the street 
stops for enough time to get people to roll down their window and find out what is going on. 
Eventually two news crews arrived and got their sound bites. 


The 500 jobs are part of roughly 80,000 manufacturing positions that have left Wisconsin in the 
past four years. Wisconsin is not widely considered a factory state, known more for family farms 
and dairy cows. Manufacturing is a major part of the state economy though, and until recently 
was one of the state's top three sectors. A drive around the state plainly shows many rural towns 
to have one or two factories that make some product or another that is sent out of the area. Work 
in these local shops contributes to maintaining family farms. And along with the statewide loss of 
factory jobs goes the decline of the farm. From 64,000 family farms in 1970, the state has fewer 
than 20,000 today. 


San Se c- In Milwaukee, when the jobs are gone 18 months from now, about 90 people will still have jobs 
building frames for Ford Rangers. They will earn about $18 an hour, the same as they have for 
years. With the contract ratified in October 2003, unions gave up any raises, cost of living 
adjustments, and incentive pay until 2009. The plant is heavily unionized. In fact there are seven 
separate unions in the plant sorted by craft, as is the habit of business unions. 


A block and a half away from the picket line a Tower union hall kept officials warm and out of 
the chilly breeze. A picketer (FW) who visited the hall had a conversation pretty much as follows 
with a union pie-card (PC): 


FW: Why aren't any of your guys out on a picket line? 
_ PC: (no response) 
FW: Ya gotta get the word out about this (assault on workers). 


4 $ PC: We're getting the word out; I've given four or five TV news interviews. 

5) d z Pek FW: It's past the time to be nice. Ya gotta get out there and let them know you don't like it. 
) the PC: Well, we're not being nice; believe me. 

A manual FW: You should be out there on a line. This is part of globalization and all that crap. 


PC: Well, (sputters) there are legal ramifications about that. 
FW: Can [ use your bathroom? 


4 SD 
ez ZA The changes to the Milwaukee trame assembly plant were announced 11 February. The next day 
the Detroit Free Press reported a 7.2% surge in Tower's stock price. Tower has been crying poor, 
saying they lost $24.7 million in 2003. This loss is associated with a joint venture scheme with a 
Japanese parts maker, not from going broke. In fact Tower itself reports about $2.75 Billion in 
revenues for 2002. Over the past 10 years, revenue growth has in fact grown at a compounded 
annual rate of 61%. For 2004, Thompson First Call, a market forecasting service projects first 
quarter profits of about 8 cents per share, which sells for about $6.50. 


The way this production was moved out illustrates in a nutshell how the global capitalist market 

works. Just as Wall-Mart suppliers get squeezed for a 5% reduction in costs every year, Tower 

has the same Faustian bargain with Daimler-Chrysler. The price Tower will be paid is dictated by 

: decisions at Daimler-Chrysler and if Tower doesn't meet the price, they lose the work. 

and you'll be rewarded! Fortunately, Metalsa is waiting in the wings and Tower T costs by paying lower wages. The 
{some restrictions, apply). next step will be for what has happened in Milwaukee to happen to Mexican workers. It is a 

Faustian bargain indeed. 
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General Defense Comm 
By: FW Peck 


The Madison GDC has been busy the 
especially with fallout from the arrest 
Wisconsin activists in Miami during i 
in Nov. 2003. In preparation for the | 
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Even as the police riot in Miami was- 
the GDC was wiring funds to bail fol 
jail and promptly organized a solidari 
outside the Madison FBI office on M 
The GDC then worked with the Mad! 
information on the civil rights abuses 
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directly with victims of police brutalit 
their experiences; provide emotional, 
medical assistance where needed; and 
information and evidence to the legal 
Florida. 
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Like A Lyric Low Down In The Prose 


(The Life & Times of Larry Penn-Wisconsin’s Legendary Folk Singer) 
By: FW Lil Rev 


Driving along the bitter snow 
covered North Country highways with 
Larry Penn is a lot like watching a gypsy 
traverse familiar terrain. His sense of 
direction is impeccable and nestled inside 
his GMC pick-up he surveys the road 
always at the ready to let some greenhorn 
trucker know its ok to switch lanes. He 
literally commands the road to carry him 
safely upon his journey, and rightly so 
Larry has earned many titles and paid a 
lot more than his fair share of union dues 
in his seventy-some years of living...... he 
is for most of us here in Wisconsin, The 
Father of Midwestern Folk. This is his 
story as told through the eyes of a young 
apprentice. 3 


The world of Larry Penn is one of experience, and these are the visions that 
have painted his songs with the sweat and blood of the American Working class. 
Mr. Penn echoes Woody Guthrie when riding along he says “I can never get it simple 
enough.” Woody was fond of saying “any damn fool can get complex but it takes a 
genius to attain simplicity”.....yet, Larry is extremely modest and I have never 
known him to blow his own horn...So I will. 


In 1945, at 18 years of age and fresh out of high school, Larry was drafted 
into the service. Though he didn’t see any action driving a tank in WWII, it was to 
play an important role in helping him choose his career path. Upon his return to the 
states he put his experience with heavy machinery to work driving over the road 
trucks. He traversed the continent hauling the industrial labor of the Midwest, 
writing down ideas, flirting with poetry and observing the world around him. By his 
mid-thirties he was married and raising a family in Milwaukee, WI; and it was at 
this juncture that he began to teach himself guitar. 


The Penn family would eventually be comprised of five children and one 
would think that the rigors of being a truck driving man, father and budding 
guitarist might prove too heavy a load, but then again the times-they-were-a 
changing. Milwaukee like so many other cities in the 1960's was ablaze in the 
march towards equality. Larry and his wife Pat took up the torch with now the 
famous Father Groppi marches over the 16th Street Viaduct. Throughout these 
defining years Larry found himself writing, singing, marching and playing for 
church events. 


“Once you get applause, it’s like a disease,” he once told me. These years 
would also reinforce his sense of commitment to the working people of this nation as 
an active member of The Teamsters. Time and time again, throughout his vast 
career, he would be called upon to sing for the people....Labor it seems, would not let 
him rest! 


In an era of “me first”, one begins to recognize Larry as the embodiment of 
commitment and responsibility...to Family, Community and Work. The old adage of 
“don’t quit your day job”, reeks from Larry’s pores even as he is now like some old 
hobo out on the road doing what he loves best. In men like Larry, we are reminded 
that Folk music is one of life and living, it is the voice of a hard days work and the 
selfless act of giving your time to your family and community. Larry, in all of his 
humbleness, would never set himself aside from others as an example, but we the 
people have spoken and it is our right to honor him Poet Laureate of the Working 


people. 


As the years flew by, Larry “danced with the white lines on the road,” 
immersing himself in the music of Leadbelly, Josh White, Woody Guthrie, John 
Hurt and Jimmie Rodgers to name a few. His style evolved from jazzy chord 
strumming in a local duo with Bill Brown to a now well honed finger-style approach 
that sends his right thumb barreling down on his Gibson six-string like the ringing 
of John Henry s hammer. His repertoire of original and traditional material is 
comprised of those themes that run closest to his heart: Trucks, Trains, Tramps, 
Hobos, Labor, Great Lakes Shipping, Kids and Love. 


We could write of the hundreds of rallies and protests where Larry’s hand 
has held sway, or speak of the time he opened for Bob Gibson, Ramblin’ Jack Elliot Lay the Boss Off 
or Dave Van Ronk; the Railroad Museums, Folk Festivals and greasy spoons have 
all left their own indelible mark on this man, but this is all given to us if we just 
shut up and listen for the sake of the song. For the songs “won't let ya be, you'll 
never be free,” to steal a phrase from Larry’s Tuscan Red Rose. 


— {it Makes More Sense 


If it’s true that elegant simplicity is equal to gold, then Larry Penn’s 
collection of originals represents the Fort Knox of American Folk Music. His Songs 
have been covered by everyone from Pete Seeger (singing I’m a Little Cookie at 
Carnegie Hall), to Claudia Schmidt, Lee Murdock and Joe Glazer. Today almost fifty 
performers have recorded his songs. So Long Partner, an homage to the workers 
constant struggle with free enterprise, is printed in the Wobblies-Little Red Song 
Book 36th edition... these run right alongside the poetry of Joe Hill and Woody 
Guthrie. Carry It On: A history in song and picture of America’s working men and 
women, by Pete Seeger and Bob Reiser included: How’d Ya Like To Give A Little 
Back, A poignant shot at the corruption of politics and business at the expense of 
the worker. Larry writes: 


ING O Politicians pander for a kickback or a dime 
AAN AN Business understands it takes a little crease sometimes. 
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For a day when there’s no hate 
And we treat each one, like my grandma done 
with her crazy patchwork quilt. 


Chorus: On my grandmas Patchwork Quilt 
Squares of corduroy and silk, 
Red and green and Blue, and Yellow too 
on my Grandmas Patchwork quilt. 


or Biff's Riff, and its decrying the chains of redundancy..... 
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Same old Exxon spilling, more and more "TO ORCANIZE k 


Same old corporations they don't ever get enough 
And it don't look like my luck is gonna change 


Larry, like his music is a man of many hats, father, husband, storyteller, 
photographer, musician, activist and toymaker. His fascination with trains started 
when he was just a kid, when his dad bought him an electric train. Today, in 
addition to his well crafted songs like Run Kate Shelley Run, No Self- Respecting 
Hobo and Julia Bullette, he can be found working in his basement on quality 
wooden toys. You guessed it Railroad whistles and toy trains ...all hand cut, sanded 
and polished by The Teddy Bear himself. Larry says it’s his wish that these toys not 
only spark the imagination of the kids who acquire them but that they could be left 
out in the rain, pounced on and played with, while still surviving the vagaries of a 
healthy childhood. 


Larry first began to sell his toys at craft fairs and festivals. While he loved 
meeting people and seeing his hard work passed on to others, it was often at the 
expense of his not being able to perform as much as he wished. Today, Larry makes 
wooden trains to order, either by the piece or as a whole line. His wooden whistles 
are also a big hit at the schools and libraries where he sings, teaches railroad lore 
and shows kids how to build their own whistles with his kits. 


Larry’s fixation with trains, is like a never ending reservoir of material. From 
his songs and toys to his truly unique collection of photographs-which catalogue his 
interest in Boxcar Etchings (Hobo graffiti), here resides a man whose fascination 
with machinery and travel may represent one of America’s most important bodies of 
work. In his song The Tuscan Red Rose, Larry’s strikes a poetic high in his search 
for the infamous Female hobo, whose name he repeatedly finds scrawled on various 
boxcar walls. 

A woman will do ya that way sometimes, 

Like a lyric low down in the prose 

She wont let you be, you'll never be free 

Can you tell me the name of that Tuscan Red Rose 


Fellow folkie and retired California professor Fred Starner recently drove 
home this point, when he reiterated a statement made to him by legendary Folk 
Singer Pete Seeger who said...... *Larry’s songs are as good as Woody’s.” For those 
new to Folk music, this is the equivalent to a Gold Seal of Approval or for that 
matter, a Nobel Prize. Woody Guthrie wrote America’s unofficial national anthem, 


This Land Is Your Land, it is said that he wrote over 1000 songs and inspired 
countless generations the world over to pick up their guitars and Rage against the 
machine. A classic photo of Woody, shows him holding his Gibson guitar with the 
words “This machine Kills Fascists” written on the top I imagine Larry sitting next 
to Woody, soul brothers of sorts. I imagine them hanging out, sharing a drink, 
playing a rally or a house rent party.... I imagine these two men, cut from the same 
cloth, would have been blessed to know each other. 


The dreams of a child have morphed into a life well spent. These days, Larry 
still resembles the gypsy trucker whom he sings about in his songs. Only now he is 
the wise ol bard of the highway. His traveling companions are the ghosts who refuse 
to be buried, they tug at his sleeves requesting that they be immortalized in song. 
Yet, perhaps more than anyone, Mr. Penn has chronicled the corrosion of America; 
it’s vanishing folk-heroes, villains and changing landscape. He shows us that thé life 
and death of the Railroad in America is inextricably intertwined to our health as an 
industrious nation. The dark shadows cast by job loss and off-shoring seek refuge in 
Larry’s songs. He is forever trying to show us the ominous future to which we are 
headed...Even in his autobiographical No Self Respecting Hobo. 


I always knew what I would be just as soon as I got big 

Cause I saw Jimmie Rodgers once when I was just a kid 
The hands of time have changed the places where I stood before 
And no self respecting hobo rides the railroads anymore. 


The Boxcars have no roof walks 

And the tank cars have no frames 

The whistle on the midnight freight train 
Don’t sound the same 


Now I still feel like rolling when I hear that mighty roar 
But no self-respecting hobo rides the railroad anymore. 


Sifting through old newspaper clippings about Mr. Penn, one read, 
“everything that’s right with the American folk tradition.” I pondered this while so 
many of his songs lingered in the air, ripe for the humming, 

I read on and happened onto adoring words others have used to describe this 
majestic bard, like “unassuming” and “a gentle giant,” I wondered why the trade 
magazines weren't littered with stories about one of America’s greatest proletariat 
voices. Of how this giant in our midst has managed to avoid being spotted on the 
radar screen. But then it became clear, the life Larry has spent in pursuit of love 
(Larry and Pat have been together since time immemorial and she deserves a lot of 
credit too) family and work, doesn’t really fit the model of those full-time musicians 
whom we've made our heroes. In doing so, we’ve lost site of so many men and women 
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General Defense Committee Update! 
By: FW Peck 


The Madison GDC has been busy the last few months, 
especially with fallout from the arrests of several 
Wisconsin activists in Miami during the FTAA protest 
in Nov. 2003. In preparation for the protest, the 

GDC in conjunction with the UW-Madison student 
chapter of the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) and the 
Madison Fair Trade Action Alliance (MadFTAA), hosted 
a well-attended nonviolent direct action training. 
We've done about half a dozen similar trainings over 
the past year, covering direct action strategy, 

police weapons and tactics, affinity groups, basic 
street level first aid, arrest scenarios, jail 

solidarity, as well as analysis of actual protest 

footage and group role plays. Given the outrageous 
police repression in Miami, this training came in 

very handy. 


Even as the police riot in Miami was still going on, 

the GDC was wiring funds to bail folks out of 

jail and promptly organized a solidarity protest 

outside the Madison FBI office on Mon. Nov. 24th. 
The GDC then worked with the MadFTAA to distribute 
information on the civil rights abuses in Miami to 

both mainstream and alternative Wisconsin media, and 
to incorporate police accountability actions into 

the various “Report Back from Miami” forums that 
occurred across the state. The GDC also worked 
directly with victims of police brutality to document 
their experiences; provide emotional, financial and 
medical assistance where needed; and to get relevant 
information and evidence to the legal support team in 
Florida. 


Thanks to this publicity, there was an outpouring of 
public support for the GDC including generous 
financial donations from individuals and two benefit 
events — one in Madison and one in Stevens Point — 
that nearly replenished the GDC bailfund to pre Miami 
levels. This spring the GDC has continued to provide 
legal observer and direct action trainings, as well as 
support to community activists in Milwaukee in their 
follow-up to a blatant police harassment incident that 
occured there last Thanksgiving. (for details visit: 
www.educationforthepeople.org). With the imminent 
departure of Madison’s police chief, Williams, now 
may be the time for activists to launch a similar police 
accountability and community justice campaign here. 


IWW - Alive, Kicking, & Online! 


Rather than digging through musty infoshops and historical 
archives for doggy-eared pamphlets, why not download crisp up- 
to-date versions of your favorite [WW literature? All sites bear 
the GEB’s own “revolutionary good union housekeeping” seal of 
approval, so no need for a warranty. Satisfaction is guaranteed! 


One Big Union 
http:/Awww.iww.org/culture/official/obu/ 


The IWW Organizing Manual 
http:/Avww.iww.org/organize/workplace/manual | .htmi 


Solidarity: The IWW and Industrial Unionism in America 
http://www.iww.org/culture/official/solidarity shtml 


A New Union Vision by Arthur Miller 
http://www.iww.org/culture/official/newvision.shtml 


The IWW: Its History, Structure and Methods by 
Vincent St. John (2000 edition) 
http://www.iww.org/culture/official/Saintlohn1.shtm] 


The General Strike by Ralph Chaplin 
http://www.iww.org/culture/official/strike/ 


You are the Union: Membership in the [WW by John Persak 
http://www.iww.org/organize/workplace/you-are-the-union.shtml 


ABCs of Radical Unionism edited by Morgan Miller 
http://www.iww.org/culture/offictal/abc.shtml] 


What is a Union? edited by John Korber 
http://www.iww.org/organize/workplace/union.shtml 


Bread and Roses - The United Kingdom 
Direct Action - Australia 
Links for both at: http://www.iww.org/news/ 


WAGE -SLAVERY OR STARVATION 2. 
THAT'S NOT A CHOICE, {T'S A THREAT ! 


| 1000 Have-Nots Storm Elite Hotel in Montreal 
- Poor Rabble Disrupt Wealthy Dining Plans... 


By: anonymous April 15, 2004 


Over a thousand angry protesters marched on 
Montréal’s posh St. James hotel yesterday, causing 
havoc and disrupting the tea-time of the idle rich. 
The protest was part of a province-wide day of 
action marking the one-year anniversary of the 
elections that brought Jean Charest and the Liberal 
Party to government in Quebec. 


Since taking power, Premier Charest has initiated a 
re-engineering of the state, a business-oriented 
restructuring of the provinces government, in an 
attempt to undermine the many social-democratic 
programs still running in Quebec. This has taken the 
form of anti-union laws, cuts to subsidized 
childcare, plans to reduce the number of people on 
welfare and other attacks on working people. One 
flyer for yesterday's protests stated "As if we 

didn't have enough trouble making ends meet with low 
salaries, precarious jobs, insufficient welfare and 
high rents, this government has given itself the 

clear mission of making us even poorer." 


The Charest government has created a lot of enemies 
and yesterday Montreal saw a 10,000-strong union 
demonstration, as well as protests organized by a 
number of housing and anti-poverty groups and the 
North-Eastern Federation of Anarcho-Communists. 


Around 4pm people began to gather for a 
demonstration co-organized by the Comit des 
sans-emploi (Committee of the Unemployed) and 
CLAC-Logement (the Anti-Capitalist Convergence 
Housing Committee). After some fiery speeches, the 
protesters marched down busy Ste. Catherine Street 
and right into a downtown mall, chanting "The social 
peace is over!" and "Make the rich pay!" Shoppers in 
fancy boutiques were startled by a thousand angry 


Protesters rushed the doors and pushed passed the 
frantic hotel manager into the exclusive first-floor _ 
dining room. Businessmen in expensive suits were 
shocked as black-clad and masked anarchists jumped 
on the oak tables or tried unsuccessfully to pull 

the table-clothes out from under the plates and 
glasses without knocking them over. Protesters 
played the grand piano or pocketed silver forks and 
ashtrays. Others demonstrators sat down at tables 
with the hotels dismayed, paying clients and helped 
themselves to their wine and hors-doeuvres. "Down 
with capitalism" was graffitied on the wall. Several 
hotel security guards attempted to grab a 
demonstrator, but were quickly restrained by other 
protestors. Another security guard said to one 
organizer, Don't worry, I'm not going to stop you. 
They only pay me $10 an hour. I'm on your side. 


After a few minutes of mayhem, the demonstrators in 
the hotel, made their way out through the connected, 
ultra-chic, indoor shopping center of Montreal's 
World Trade Center, tipping over small indoor-trees 
as they went. The protestors streamed out of the 
World Trade Center and around from the side of the 
hotel into the gathering union demonstration. 


As the proletarian hooligans, street-punks, 

students, red and green anarchists, Maoists and the 

odd Worker-Communist dissolved into the larger crowd 
at the union demonstration, the completely — 


- outmanoeuvred police were left with nothing to do but 


flash their cars lights and glare from the sidelines. There 
were no arrests. 


Whether the militancy of yesterday's actions will 
catch on and snowball or be lost in electoralism and 
nationalism remains to be seen. But the potential 
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Lucy Parsons - “More Dangerous Than a Thousand 


Rioters” - and now too Rad for even a Chicago 


According to as 3/22/04 AP wire story, Chicago’s finest are 
apoplectic about the prospect that a local park (4712 W. Belmont) 
may be named.in honor of a much beloved albeit “radical” local 
activist! Next thing the ghost of Parsons will be addressing 
picnickers and inciting youngsters to distribute anarchist literature... 


In a letter to'Park District board members, the Chicago Federation 
of Police president, Mark P. Donohue said he was "disappointed 
and disheartened" by plans to name the park after Lucy Parsons. 
According to Donahue, Parsons was but a “a woman whose historic 
roots come from the defense of her husband," and her choice “lacks 
the depth and richness of the Chicago experience." For her part, 
Parsons was never very fond of police either, calling them 


Park! 


“organized bandits” and “minions of the oppressing class.” Lucy E. Parsons 


For those who may not have been there, Lucy Parsons outlived her husband (one of the 1887 
Haymarket Massacre martyrs) by over half a century, passing away in 1947. She was bom in TX 
of mixed African-American, Mexican and Native American heritage, possibly as a slave. After 
the Civil War she married a Confederate Army veteran, Albert R. Parsons, a printer, and they 
both became deeply involved in anti-racism struggles and the fight for an eight-hour day. The 
couple moved to Chicago from Texas in order to escape discrimination, and there they were 
exposed to anarchism for the first time. 


Children selling literature 
. at an anarchist picnic 
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On May 1, 1886, Lucy and Albert Parsons led the "Bread and 
Roses" parade, one of the city's first mass labor actions in favor 
of the eight-hour day. Some 80,000 people took part in the 
march along Michigan Avenue. Three nights later someone 
threw a dynamite bomb at another labor rally in Haymarket 
Square, killing several people, including a police officer. 
Although Albert Parsons had long since left the rally, he was one 
of eight anarchists arrested, framed, and ultimately executed for 
the ‘crime.” 
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By: SW Zeldin 
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Nature Strikes Back- Gen. Gramajo Executed by Bees 
By COUNTERPUNCH WIRE (3/15/04) 


Guatemalan former defense minister Hector Alejandro Gramajo 
Morales, responsible for the torture and murder of thousands of 
Mayan peasants, died on March 12 at a hospital several hours after 
being attacked by "africanized" bees at his farm in Santo Tomas, 

` Sacatepequez department. Gramajo's son, Hector Antonio Gramajo 
Quezada, was first attacked by the bees; the elder Gramajo was | 
stung when he tried to help his son. Both were hospitalized with bee 
stings; the son died two hours after his father. The elder Gramajo 
did not have a large number of bee stings; doctors suggest he may have suffered a heart attack. A 
gardener and domestic worker at the farm were also hospitalized with bee stings. 


Gramajo was a graduate of Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts; at his graduation ceremony there on June 6, 1991, human rights 

| activists served him with court papers for a multi-million dollar federal civil suit. The Center for 

| Constitutional Rights (CCR) sued Gramajo under the Alien Tort Claims Act on behalf of nine ` 
Guatemalans for acts of torture, abduction and murder under his "pacification" program in the 

| western Guatemalan highlands in 1982, when he was Army chief of staff. After retiring from the 

| army, Gramajo described his "pacification" program by saying: "You needn't kill everyone to 
complete the job... We instituted Civil Affairs, which provides development for 70% of the 
population while we kill 30%." 


A week after Gramajo graduated from Harvard, CCR brought a second lawsuit against him in the 
same court on behalf of US nun Dianna Ortiz, who was abducted and tortured by the Guatemalan 
military in November 1989. Gramajo lost both lawsuits by default on Nov. 7, 1991, because he 
failed to respond to the court's requests for basic information. Six weeks later, in late December 
1991, Gramajo was honored as a guest speaker at a graduation ceremony at the School of the 
Americas (SOA) in Fort Benning, Georgia. SOA commandant Jose Feliciano has reportedly 
claimed that Gramajo inspired many SOA policies.. 


Gramajo's murderous sidekick, Gen. Rios Montt, is currently under house arrest in Guatemala. Is 
there a brown recluse or black widow in his future? 


Mark Your Calendar NOW! 


Utah Phillips, longtime Wobbly and folksinger 
extraordinaire, will be doing a special benefit 
concert in Madison, WI at the Orpheum Theater at 
8:00 pm on Sun. Sept. 12". Proceeds to benefit 
Family Farm Defenders, Worm Farm, and Fightin’ 
Bobfest. Special bulk advance ticket rates will be 
available to Midwest Wobblies and fellow working 
class travelers — contact John Peck, 608-260-0900 
or familyfarmdefenders@vahoo.com 


+ 


U. Utah Phillips 


THE FACTS ON MAY DAY 


May Day, May First—World Labor Day in most of the 
world—has its roots in North America, in the New England 
winters and Appalachian springs that made May | the ap- 
propriate time for building trade unions to negotiate their 
new terms of employment or else strike. It became a world 
labor holiday for the first time in 1890 on the urging of 
Samuel Gompers, President of the American Federation of 
Labor. (You can find his account of it in his Seventy Years 
of Life and Labor, Vol. 1, pages 295-297.) He had sent 
Howard McGregor of the Seamen to the founding congress 
of the Second Labor and Socialist International, at the 1889 
Bastille Day centenary in Paris, to urge demonstrations for 
the eight-hour day in all countries on May 1, 1890. The AFL 
was committed to strike action for that demand; making it 
a worldwide demand undercut the employer argument that 
to grant the shorter workday would send jobs to other coun- 
tries. That congress had already decided that some date 
should be set for international demonstrations before 
McGregor got there, and so set the date as May | at 
Gompers’ request. (Details can be found in Sidney Fine’s 
account in The Historian, XVI, Spring 1954, pages 121-134). 

Twenty-three years before that first World Labor Day, on 
May 1, 1867, there was a massive parade for the eight-hour 
day in Chicago, and that year, on the urging of Illinois 
Attorney-General Robert Ingersoll, an eight-hour law was 
enacted, but it had little effect. People still worked ten hours 
for the same pay, only now it was figured on an hourly basis 
instead of at the old daily rate. 


How did that first World Labor Day go in 1890? The Na- 
tion of May 29, 1890 gave extensive coverage. It explained: 
‘There was no intention of violence but only that on this 
day laborers all over the world should feel the unity of their 
class as a bond superior to all others, and should give 
peaceable expression to that feeling in taking a holiday and 
demonstrating.’ The article depicts the fear in the upper class 
of what a worldwide labor demonstration might do. Yet in 
Vienna it was a joyous holiday and in Berlin, despite police 
interference, there was a parade of 20,000. The British 
workers waited until Sunday, but they had two thousand in 
a London parade. 

The May First 1890 world labor day celebration had been 
planned for that one year only, but it created such enthusiasm 
that it has endured worldwide except in the land whose cold 
winters and late springs gave it birth. 

On May Days our thoughts go back prior to 1890 to the 
Haymarket bomb of May 4, 1886, and perhaps that is why 
in the U.S. that date is officially Law Day. In 1884 the 
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions of the 
United States and Canada had resolved on widely spread 
strikes for the eight-hour day to take place on May 1, 1886. 
The response won the eight-hour day in many places—it was 
already the rule for U.S. government employees—and 
elsewhere cut ten-hour days to nine, and eleven-hour days 
to ten, despite opposition by Knights of Labor conservatives 
as well as by radicals who denounced it as reformism. It was 
generally viewed as a success, and that fall the organization 


From The HAYMARKET SCRAPBOOK 


that had called it reorganized as the American Federation 
of Labor. But the struggles of May 1886 are usually 
remembered for the Haymarket incident where a bomb was 
thrown by some unknown person for some unknown pur- 
pose at a protest meeting in Chicago’s Haymarket area. It 
had been called to publicize police brutality against strikers. 
and was breaking up as rain started, when police approached 


to attack it. The bomb fell between police and attendants at 


the meeting, killing some of both, and had the crowd not 
been retreating it would have killed them, not the police. Yet 
it was those who spoke at the meeting who got hanged. 
Why is Labor Day observed in the U.S. in September but 
on May 1 in the rest of the world? Labor Day was first 
observed on Tuesday, September 5, 1882 to welcome the 


Knights of Labor convention in New York with a parade and 


a picnic. (See Jonathan Grossman’s account in Labor History, 
Fall 1973.) That was a success repeated on Wednesday, 
September 5, 1883, and thereafter on the first Monday of 
September. It was a good time for a picnic halfway between 
the Fourth of July and Thanksgiving, and in those pre-TV 
days a good time for politicians to start their campaigns. 
Several states adopted it as a holiday in 1887, and in 1894 
the U.S. Congress adopted it for federal employees without 
debate, so no reason was given. But considering the tense 
labor struggles of 1894, the thought may well have been to 
avoid a labor holiday with the rest of the world on May One, 
lest that occasion lead to thoughts of what world labor 
solidarity might accomplish. 

Fred THOMPSON 


EA 


LIIN PROLETARIER RE p 
ETAn ALLER LANDER: E AT ; 
Bcey VEREINIG ie worker X 
CTPAH f. EUCH j NN z oF: y 
pee E wor? R 
pROLETAIRY ITET zi- 


Cartoon by l. Swenson (Industrial Worker, 1921) 


Charles H. Kerr Publishing Company 
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Fri. April 30th 6:30 pm Atwood Community Center (2425 Atwood Ave. - Madison) Labor Sing-along! 
— Songbooks, refreshments, literature, and solidarity. Info? # 608-255-1806 


Sat. May 1st 9:00 am — 11:00 am Catholic Multicultural Center (1862 Beld St. - Madison) Interfaith 
Center for Workers Rights membership meeting. Spanish translation. RSVP #608-255-0376 


Sat. May Ist 11:00 am King St., State Capitol. Health Care/May Day Rally. Info? #608-255-1800 


Sat. May Ist 2:00 pm UW's Library Mall - Madison. Anti-war demonstration and march through 
downtown Madison. "Money for Jobs, Not for War"! “Education, not Occupation" Info? #608-257-6050 


Sun. May 2nd 12:00 Noon — 6:00 pm Tenney Park Shelter, Madison. May Day Picnic! Salads, snacks 
and beverages provided - bring your own grillables and other potluck contributions. Music, literature, 
games. Celebrate international worker solidarity! Info? #608-255-1806 


Fri. May 7th— Sun. May 9th All weekend, throughout Madison. “Pencils and Pandemonium” — Midwest 
Bookfair and Rad Gathering — plus 15th Birthday Party for Rainbow Bookstore. Literature, filmfest, 
workshops, skillshares, variety show, soccer tournament, bike jousting, fieldtrips and walking tours. Free 
housing, food, childcare available. Info? #608-262-9036 www.madisoninfoshop.org 


Sat. May 8th 8:30 pm Wilmar Center (953 Jenifer St- Madison) May Day Concert with Pat Humphries 
and Sandy Opatow. Tickets are $10 in advance, $15 at the door. Info? #608-255-1806 


Sun. May 9th 8:30 am — 11:30 am Wilmar Center (953 Jenifer St. - Madison) Madison HOURS pancake 
breakfast cosponsored by the Earth Day to May Day Coalition! All you can eat! Just $7.50 for adults (1/4 
HOUR gladly accepted) and kids eat FREE. Info? #608-259-9050 


Mon. May 10th 5:00 pm Madison Labor Temple (1602 S. Park St. - Madison) “Others Have It— So Can 
We! Everyone Needs Healthcare” forum. Dinner followed by Keynote Speaker: James Clancy, Pres. of 
Canada’s National Union of Public and General Employees (NUPGE). RSVP. Info? #608-845-8724 
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Pentagon Officials Steam 
At War Dead Photos on \ 
By Randall Chase, AP 


DOVER, Del., April 22 - A Web si 
published dozens of photographs o 
American war dead arriving at the 

nation\'s largest military mortuary, 

prompting the Pentagon to order ar 
information clampdown today. 


The photographs were released last 
week to First Amendment activist } 
Kick, who had filed a Freedom of 
Information Act request to receive | 
images. Air Force officials initially 
denied the request but decided to re 
the photos after Kick appealed then 
decision. 


After Kick posted more than 350 
photographs on his Web site; the 
Defense Department barred the furt 
release of the photographs to media 
outlets. “They're not happy with the 
release of the photos," Dover Air F« 
base spokesman Col. Jon Anderson 
The photos were taken at the Dover 
- home to the mortuary - and most c 
images are of flag-draped coffins. 


Defense Department rules prohibit 
media coverage of human remains 
ammiving at Dover, and Pentagon 
spokesman Lt. Col. Gary Keck said 
release of the mortuary photos appe 


